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who was a Hungarian Jew, was concerned in the murder of an
Austrian Minister and fled the country. He had then had a
chequered career in China, Paris and Brussels. He had founded the
Credit Fonci&r in Paris, and when the Deutscher Bank was nearly
broken he was appointed a director to reconstruct it. At Vienna he
was a director of the Egyptian Bank, and here it was that his children
were born. He had married a Dutch woman in Brussels called Prins,
belonging to a bourgeois family. Kaiser was the eldest son. He
produced photographs of the family at almost every age. He also
showed Countess Landi's birth certificate, showing that she was born
in 1879 not 1882, as she says in her book. Kaiser obtained the sup-
pression of the book, The Secret of an Empress, by threatening the
publisher with a libel action. This was proved by lawyers' letters
produced. As to Kaiser's means, he proved the receipt of royalties
in respect of his books. He and his wife lived in a big house, rent
free, with one servant, practically a caretaker, in North London.
Their /united income of ^400 a year suffices for this. One son is in
the merchant service. Their daughter died as an infant. Both Lord
Herschell and Colonel Drake, who were present, were satisfied with
his bona fides. Personally, I am a little less so, but I am having his
statements tested. He is probably a Hungarian and not a Belgian.
He has a publishing business in Vienna, from which he can get
nothing during the war. He has not lived in Vienna for many
years.
Oct. ii. Last night I attended a dinner given to Aubrey Smith, who
has been promoted to Commodore, which was the post held by
Admiral Craddock at the time of the Falkland Islands engagement,
and this was a farewell dinner.
"C" (Cummings) told a story of a Prussian officer who arrived
at British Headquarters, presenting himself as for a week's visit, with
a valet carrying his suitcase walking behind him. He also described
how some German officers, prisoners, when marched towards the
cage looked at the barbed wire and said, " What is that for?" When
it was explained they said, " Mein Gottl That is not necessary for
us. Joist give us some work to do and we will be quite contented,"
and they were, and all went well.
Oct. 15. Lord Herschell has returned from Spain. He saw the King